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‘Eid Salāh @ Home  

(Shafi’ee and Hanafi Lockdown Covid-19) 

 

In the Name of Allah The Entirely Merciful, The Especially Merciful. 

By Allah’s Help, The Gifting Master. O Allah Guide To That Which Is True And Precise! 
 

10 May 2020 
 

Question: Respected Mufti Saheb, can we perform ‘Eid Salāh at HOME during the lockdown or 

not? There are many differing fatwas out there. Please guide us to the way forward. Shukran.  
 

Summary of the answer: We hold the view that it is allowed to perform the ’Eid Salāh at home 

during the lockdown. We acknowledge that scholars are divided on this matter and discuss it below.  
 

IMPORTANT: On the onset, we would like to make it clear to the reader that the scope of this paper 

is not intended to give evidence for the differing stances taken by the various Ulama groupings. It 

is aimed at granting us a better understanding of this situation as well as opening our horizon to 

acknowledge that there are other valid opinions. We will do this by highlighting their general idea 

amongst the 4 schools of Fiqh, thereafter particularly focus on the way forward.  
 

That being said, there are 3 main areas that will be glanced over: 
 

1. Why are the scholars divided on this issue?  

2. The’Eid Salāh at home during covid-19. 

3. The ‘Eid Salāh and Khutbah for those who are performing it at home.  

 

1. Why are the scholars divided on this issue?  
 

After studying the topic in depth, our findings are as follows: This exceptional issue “of not having the 

‘Eid prayer in congregation publically” with all its dynamics is unique and cannot be found directly in the 

manuals of jurisprudence, consequently occasioning the opportunity for discussion and interpretation. 

In short, our scholars differed on how they looked at the early sources when substantiating their varying 

stances.  
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There is no “one single way” of looking at it. The arguments of group A and B below as well as any 

subsequent group can be debated and are not indisputable, whether it be due to Qiyās (analogy) on 

Jum’ah or Qiyās on Qadha of ‘Eid Salāh etc.  

 

2. The’Eid Salāh at home during covid-19 
 

Basically, scholars in this respect are separated into of two groups: 

 

Group A: Although differing in details and rationale, they agree that the ‘Eid Salāh is NOT 

allowed at home during the lockdown as the basic requirements cannot be met. 
 

Group B: Also differing in the details, they say that the ‘Eid Salāh IS allowed at home during 

the lockdown and can be observed as a voluntary prayer if one wishes to do so.  
 

Regarding Group A:  

We respect this scholarly view of those who say that ‘Eid Salāh is NOT allowed at home during the 

lockdown, even though we hold differing views regarding the ‘Eid and Jum’ah. However, discussing 

their conclusions is counterproductive to this paper rendering such a discussion redundant. 

Nonetheless, it is important to note the following: 
 

Firstly, this is a matter of Fiqh and the different schools of Fiqh have different 

opinions. So in matters of difference of opinion, each individual should follow 

their respective Imāms.  
 

Secondly, in matters of differences of Fiqh rulings, we cannot and should not 

criticize other schools of understanding.  
 

Finally, it is highly recommended to stay out of these scholarly discussions and 

follow reputable scholars of your choice.  
 

Regarding Group B:  

If one decide to perform the ‘Eid Salāh at home, then they should not be criticized and they may follow 

the permission granted by other scholars. We marginally differ with this group by saying that classical 

scholars spoke about Qadhā of ‘Eid, if missed intentionally or unintentionally, and making an analogy 

on this in our view will be an analogy with a discrepancy because our case is unique. The ‘Eid is not 

merely being missed, rather it is not being observed in the first place. Nonetheless, to follow this 

permission of making ‘Eid Salāh at home (based on their multiple other evidences, by way of example, 

‘Eid Salāh performed individually under normal circumstances, is valid according to the Shafi’ee school 

and others), we will need to take note of the following differences of opinions amongst these scholars 

depending on whom they are following:   

 

a) The minimum quota for the ‘Eid Salāh to be valid. 

b) The amount of Raka’āt, 2 or 4?  

c) The Khutbah, is it a requirement or not? 
 

We strongly opine that each person follow the guidelines of reputable scholars of their choice !  
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3. The ‘Eid Salāh and Khutbah for those who are performing it at home  
 

We will share some general information on the above three points of differences:   

 

a) The minimum quota required for the ‘Eid Salāh to be valid in such circumstances 

ranges in jurisprudence from 1 individual to 40+ individuals. 

 

b) Scholars differed as to whether it is 2 Raka’āt for ‘Eid or 4 Raka’āt in place of ‘Eid 

prayers at home, based on how they looked at the differing authentic narrations of the 

companions and the views of the Fuqaha regarding voluntarily fulfilling a missed ‘Eid 

prayer be it deliberately or accidentally.  

 

c) The Khutbah is a highly recommended Sunnah of Rasoolullah () delivered to the 

congregation.  Nonetheless due to one performing the Salāh at home individually or 

with congregation, is it still a requirement? Scholars agreed that the ‘Eid prayer will 

be valid without the Khutbah.  
 

Conclusion 

 

1. Each individual should follow their respective Imāms of Fiqh especially in the case of our 

unique circumstances where the ‘Eid congregation is not being observed publically.  

 

2. For those who are NOT performing ‘Eid at home, they are advised to engage in recitation of 

the Qur-ān, Thikr and optional prayers. 

 

3. As for those who ARE performing Salah at home, here is one opinion that can be followed:  

  

 If you are alone you may perform 2 Raka’āt of ‘Eid or 4 Raka’āt of Duhā prayer. 

 If you are 2+ eligible individuals, then perform 2 Raka’āts of ‘Eid prayer.  

 Salāh is valid without the Khutbah, however, if you are making it with your family 

at home, you may deliver it if you are able to.  

 

4. We strongly advise that you follow the guidelines of reputable scholars of your 

choice in this disagreed upon matter.  

  

We supplicate to Allah that He protect us from all harms and grant us relief soonest. Āmīn ! 

 

         

     Allah Knows Best ! 

            Mufti Sayed Haroon Al Azhari                                              

     (Head of CTIEC Ulama Board) 
                         Fatwa No: 01342   


